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Is a blended learning approach useful for part time mature finance students? 

The Business Management Undergraduate degree at Winchester University has a third year Financial Management Module.  Currently there are two different groups of students.  There are the typical undergraduates, full time 18-21 year olds students and a group of mature part time students.    These mature finance students face a number of challenges.  Financial Management is a demanding subject, to learn particularly in a part-time environment where they have to devote themselves to their studies often in their own personal time.  This is a common dilemma for all part time students who are required to manage home, family, work and studying commitments.  Their previous educational experiences can also lead them to have expectations that the majority of the learning material will be delivered via classroom lectures led by a supportive teacher. The problem is how to provide the right leaning experiences for all the students, so they can accept the rigors of a Financial Management course, but tailor it to the learning needs of the different student types.

Blended learning is a fashionable pedagogy that is sometimes heralded as the answer to some of the problems which part time students face. Creating a module with some e-learning elements is time consuming and resource intensive. Therefore it must be demonstrated that the investment in such innovations will benefit the students and create wider learning opportunities created in the most effective manner. A small investigation has been conducted which has looked at the learning needs of part time finance students at Winchester to see whether a blended approach would have benefited their studies.  The results of this investigation have been used as the basis for developing the course to allow a more blended style.  

